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Synopsis

Ernst Junger served in the German front line, fighting both the British and the French for most of
World War I. Young, tough, patriotic but also disturbingly self-aware, he exulted in the war, which he
saw not just as a great national struggle but - more importantly - as a unique personal struggle.
Leading raiding parties, defending trenches against murderous British incursions, simply enduring
as shells tore his comrades apart, Junger kept testing himself, braced for the death that would mark
his failure. Published shortly after the war’s end, "Storm of Steel" was a worldwide bestseller and
can now be rediscovered through Michael Hofmann’s translation. --This text refers to the Hardcover

edition.
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Customer Reviews

Ernst JA nger's memoirs of his service as a junior officer with the 73rd Hannoverian Fusilier
Regiment on the Western Front are different than any other war memoirs I've read. JA nger
provides a cold, insightful, yet evenhanded view of the war in the trenches. He respects the English
soldiers he’s up against, hears funny stories about pre-war Cambrai from the elderly French couple
in whose house he’s been quartered, and is invited along with his comrades to share bountiful
suppers with Flemish farmers. While passionate about the honor he must uphold as a soldier and
his support of the "idea", he refuses to demonize his enemy.His descriptions of the fighting are
horrific. At Guillemont, during the battle of the Somme as they are digging out their foxholes, he
notices that the "earth" is composed of layers, representing each company that had been fed into

the furnace, annihilated, ground to bits only to be replaced by the next company and the next. . .



Whole units disappear without a trace. For JA nger the battlefield has its metaphysical element:
Gas mask-clad pickets become demons that he converses with, fields of dead and dying exude a
sweet smell that drives the living giddy, men disappear for no apparant reason and are never seen
again.Yet for JA nger even though 10 out of 12 soldiers fall, the desolation of war emphasizes and
even spiritualizes the joy produced by the noble drive to endure and overcome battle. The fire of war
produced over the four years of his service an ever purer and nobler warrior ethos. For this
description alone is perhaps the book worth reading, since it provides us with a link to an
aristrocratic/military ideal which put service to that ideal above everything else, even one’s own

survival.

Download to continue reading...

The Storm of Steel Storm of Steel (German Edition) Steel: A Design, Cultural and Ecological History
(Design, Histories, Futures) Thumb Position for Cello , Bk 2: Thumbs of Steel Craving: The Steel
Brothers Saga, Book 1 Women of Steel and Stone: 22 Inspirational Architects, Engineers, and
Landscape Designers (Women of Action) Superman: The Ultimate Guide to the Man of Steel (Dk
Superman) Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman Seven and a Half Tons of Steel Steam,
Smoke, and Steel: Back in Time with Trains Stronger Than Steel: Spider Silk DNA and the Quest for
Better Bulletproof Vests, Sutures, and Parachute Rope (Scientists in the Field Series) From Steel to
Bicycle (Start to Finish: Sports Gear) Essential Guide to the Steel Square: How to Figure Everything
Out with One Simple Tool, No Batteries Required Essential Guide to the Steel Square: Facts,
Short-Cuts and Problem-Solving Secrets for Carpenters, Woodworkers & Builders (Woodworker’'s
Essentials & More) Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies Guns, Germs and
Steel: The Fate of Human Societies Cold Steel: The Art of Fencing with the Sabre (Dover Military
History, Weapons, Armor) Guns,Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies | Summary
Structural Elements for Architects and Builders: Design of Columns, Beams, and Tension Elements
in Wood, Steel, and Reinforced Concrete, 2nd Edition Superman: The Ultimate Guide to the Man of

Steel

Dmca


http://overanswer.com/en-us/read-book/0L8jo/the-storm-of-steel.pdf?r=qPrZxLd%2FHHBMmEjVvTh%2FZrPZXpXusaRMLlEF6FxliEQ%3D
http://overanswer.com/en-us/dmca

