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Improve your comprehension, grow your vocabulary and ignite your imagination with these
unconventional Italian short stories! In this book you will find: Short stories from a variety of
compelling genres, from science fiction and crime to history and thriller, so you'll have great fun
listening, whilst learning a wide range of new vocabulary! Stories broken down into manageable
chapters, so you always make progress with the story and feel a sense of achievement without
great difficulty listening! Realistic amounts of new vocabulary so that you're not overwhelmed by
complex words. Instead of pausing to look up every word, you'll absorb new vocabulary from the
context of the story, and have the satisfaction of that moment when you say: I totally understood
that sentence! Carefully written Italian, using straightforward grammar that is comprehensible for
beginner and intermediate level learners. You'll enjoy listening and learning new grammatical
structures without any feelings of overwhelm and frustration Plenty of natural dialogues in each
story, so that you can learn conversational Italian whilst you listen, and improve your speaking
ability at the same time! A five-step plan for listening the stories in this book the smart way. This
detailed introductory chapter gives you specific, step-by-step instructions for effective listening in
Italian, so that you know exactly how to make the most out of the book and maximize your learning!
Italian Short Stories for Beginners has been written especially for students from beginners to
intermediate level. The eight captivating stories are designed to give you a sense of fun while
listening, so you can enjoy learning Italian again!
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Writing a book of short stories for beginner or early-stage Italian learners is not an easy task. First of
all, the Italian needs to be simplified so it is accessible to beginners, which involves both an astute
choice of vocabulary, and a good understanding of grammatical challenges faced by learners at
different levels. Most Italian readers shy away from the task of simplifying, and you end up with long,
complex books that may be well-written, but are all but useless to people just starting out with the
language, as they are far too overwhelming. The difficulty for authors is that in simplifying the
language, the writing may lose points on literary style. So let's be clear... this book won't be winning
any prizes for literature, but it is extremely effective for the purpose it sets out to achieve - stories for
Italian learners that will get you reading, that you will be able to understand, and that will help you
grow your vocabulary.Secondly, you have to make the stories entertaining, so the reader actually
wants to pick up the book and keep reading. Again not an easy task (most books fail badly on this
point). In the introduction to the book, the author explains his rationale behind the creation of the
stories, which (in a nutshell) is that the most important part of any book is that it is interesting
enough for you to want to read it. If you are motivated to read, you will learn. Likewise, if the book is
boring, you won't read it, and therefore won't learn anything, no matter how good the book is. So the
success of this book of short stories should be judged primarily on the extent to which it captures
your imagination and makes you want to read.
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